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LETTER FROM
THE EDITORS
Letter from the Editors: Welcome to Spring
Semester 2022! “Winter” is upon us here in
Tallahassee, and we at PIE sincerely hope to
find you with your batteries recharged,
enthusiasm regenerated, and curiosity for
things to come replenished (to say nothing of
warm and cozy.) Whether or not you are one to
believe in new year’s resolutions, the beginning
of this new semester offers all of us invaluable
opportunities to try new things, meet new
people, and discover more ways to make the
teaching we love to do even better for
ourselves, our students, our colleagues, and
our community. Such opportunities can
fortunately be combined - but no need to just
take our word for it! This latest installation of
the PIE newsletter exemplifies how PIE
continues to develop and provide services and
programming that are good for your present
and future as a TA and especially worth diving
into at this crucial early juncture of the
semester. As always, please do not hesitate to
drop us a line at PIE-info@fsu.edu with your
questions, comments, suggestions, hopes,
and/or success stories: after all, a new
semester and new voices go together like
paintings and good weather.

TA Spotlight

BRETT FREMENTO

Born and raised in Jacksonville Florida, Brett is a part of the
Department of Modern Languages and Linguistics, specifically
within the Italian department, studying for his MA in Italian
Studies. He received a BS in Management with a double major
in Italian. This is his first semester as a TA, as well as his first
semester ever teaching a course.
Nomination: Brett is a first year TA in Italian who just
graduated with a double major in Business and Italian from
FSU this summer. His shift in perspective from student to
teacher in such a short time is giving him a push to bring to his
classes a peculiar energy: the mix of enthusiasm for discovery
of a new language and culture and the drive to improve.

FUN FACT:
Thundersnow: it's not the name of a band or a superhero, but it is in fact a REAL
weather event, although it is rare. Thundersnow is similar to a typical
thunderstorm, however instead of water droplets, you have snowflakes. However, it
may be difficult to hear the thunder as you would during a typical rainstorm
because snow absorbs sounds waves and muffles the sound, so unless you are
paying close attention, you may just miss the sounds of thunder. Typically, you
have a better chance to hear the sounds if you are by great bodies of water, like the
Great Lakes, during a thundersnow storm.
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Coping With Covid
In light of the experiences of fellow TA's who are navigating health and safety in their classrooms, we offer the
following tips:
1. Establish clear and consistent expectations for COVID-related email and/or other forms of communication
specific to your community of learners so students do not feel any more overwhelmed than they might
already if they or you do ultimately test positive.
2. Contact your department representatives with inquiries related to sanitation supply / PPE / other material
needs. Don’t know who to ask? Your TA supervisor will be able to help you out.
3. Encourage your students who choose to wear a mask to wear a medical-grade face mask (such as N95 or
KN95) as cloth masks are less effective against highly transmissible variants such as Omicron.
4. Remind your students that free PCR testing continues to be conveniently offered right on campus at the
Donald L. Tucker Civic Center, where appointments are encouraged but walk-ups are also accommodated.
5. Visit the SAFER website often to stay informed with the latest updates, recommendations, and other
information.

Slice of Advice
Q: “How can remote graduate students become more involved with activities, assistantships, and other programs?”

A: This is a great question! COVID has vastly changed the ways we are able to communicate with our community.
Recently, a lot of FSU organizations and administrative offices have offered online events via Zoom. There are a few
places that I highly recommend visiting to get the information you are looking for. If you are looking for organizations to
join or to see events that they are hosting, check out NoleCentral. There you will find EVERY organization that is
recognized on FSU campus and their events can be found on their respective NoleCentral pages. Another resource to
look into is the Congress of Graduate Students (COGS). COGS is the official representative of the graduate student body
for Florida State and their website is a great place to look for information on graduate student organizations and on
current topics that are being discussed for the improvement of graduate student life. There is also a page dedicated to
the social media accounts for FSU organizations and offices. I also recommend checking this out, as many organizations
post about their current events on their social media pages. There are several places to look, and I have some links listed
below that I would recommend checking out, but most importantly, I recommend attending the PIE Coffee Hour events!
Currently they are all held via Zoom and it’s a great opportunity to learn more about the TA experience, but also get the
chance to meet new people and potentially network outside your departments. I hope this helps!
The Graduate School: https://gradschool.fsu.edu/funding-awards
NoleNetwork: https://www.career.fsu.edu/nolenetwork
COGS: https://sga.fsu.edu/cogs.shtml
NoleCentral: https://nolecentral.dsa.fsu.edu/
FSU Social Media: https://www.fsu.edu/socialmedia/
Honors, Scholars and Fellows House: https://hsf.fsu.edu/
PIE: https://pie.fsu.edu/

SUBMIT YOUR
QUESTIONS HERE
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Try a Taste of PIE:
ACADEMIC HONOR IN THE
CLASSROOM: A
COLLABORATION WITH
THE DEPARTMENT OF
MODERN LANGUAGES &
LINGUISTICS
JOIN US FEBRUARY 7TH FROM
3:00PM-4:30PM VIA ZOOM!
REGISTER HERE

HOW TO CREATE A
DIVERSITY STATEMENT
JOIN US FEBRUARY 8TH FROM
2:00PM-3:30PM VIA ZOOM!
REGISTER HERE

HOW TO CREATE A
TEACHING PORTFOLIO
JOIN US FEBRUARY 9TH FROM
2:00PM-3:30PM VIA ZOOM!
REGISTER HERE

PIE SPRING 2022
VIRTUAL BOOK CLUB
This February, join PIE's Pedagogy
Committee on Zoom every Wednesday
from 3:30 - 4:30 PM as we lead a
discussion of Ken Bain's award-winning
guide to engaging, challenging, and
evaluating our students.Click here to
access a free digital copy from FSU
Libraries.

REGISTER HERE

